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SUBJECT: MAURITANIAN VIEW OF NORTHEAST AFRICA 

REF: STATE 34960 

1 . MAURITANIAN FOREIGN MINISTRY DIRECTOR POLITICAL AFFAIRS, 
AMBASSADOR MUHAMMAD OULD SIDI 'ALI, TOLD AMBASSADOR MARCH 17 
THAT GIRM IS CONCERNED ABOUT SITUATION IN NORTHEAST AFRICA, 

NOTING THAT STATES LOCATED ALONG BOTH SHORES OF RED SEA ARE 
GOOD FRIENDS AND CLOSE ASSOCIATES OF MAURITANIA. HE DECLARED GIRM 
IS WATCHING DEVELOPMENTS "IN THWH STRATEGIC AREA" VYRY CSELY, 

AND IS HOPEFUL THAT CURRENT CASTRO MEDIATION EFFORT WILL BE 
SUCCESSFUL. ON MORE PERSONAL BASIS, SIDI ALI OBSERVED THAT 
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ETHIOPIA AND SOMALIA ARE INCREASINGLY MORE ORIENTED 
TOWARD "SOCIALIST" PHILOSOPHY OF SOVIET UNION, AND SUG- 
GESTED HESITANTLY THAT OBVIOUS EVOLVING PHILOSOPHICAL 
IDENTITY MIGHT OVERCOME PREVIOUS NATIONALISTIC AND 
ETHNIC CONFLICTS. STRESSING COMPLEXITY OF PROBLEMS, 

MRUKINESS OF SITUATION, AND ABSENCE OF HARD FACTS ON 
RECENT DEVELEOPMENTS, SIDI ALI OBSERVED THAT PROBLEM 
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COULD COME TO INVOLVE KENYA AS WELL BECAUSE ETHNICALLY 
SIMILAR NORTHERN PROVINCES OF KENYA ARE ALSO IN DISPUTE. 
MOREOVER. SUDAIIS ALSO CLEARLY INTEGRAL PART OF THE 
PROBLEM. 

2. AT NO POINT IN DISCUSSION DID SIDI ’ALI PUT HORN 
PROBLEMS IN ARAB VS AFRICAN OR IN MOSLEM VS NON-MOSLEM 
CONTEXT. INSTEAD, HIS FRAMEWORK WAS CLEARLY AFRICAN 
VS AFRICAN. EVEN IN DISCUSSING ERITREA AND AFTER EX- 
PLICITLY ACKNOWLEDGING ACTIVE INVOLVEMENT BY OUTSIDERS, 
POLITICAL DIRECTOR DID NOT UTILIZE EITHER RUBRIC SUG- 
GESTED REFTEL. 

3. ACCORDING SIDI ALI, SUDANESE REQUEST THAT OAU HEAD- 
QUARTERS BE MOVED FROM ADDIS HAS BEEN WITHDRAWN. HE 
NOTED WITH AMUSEMENT THAT RECENT SUDANESE DEMAND WAS OP- 
POSED BY LIBYA, BUT NOT TOOL LONG AGO IT WAS LARG WHICH 
WAS DEMANDING RELOCATION OF OAU HEADQUARTERS IN FACE 
OPPOSITION OF KHARTOUM. IN RESPONSE DIRECT QUESTION, 

SIDI ALI REPORTED THERE HAD BEEN NO DISCUSSION OF 
OAU HQ ISSUE AT CAIRO SUMMIT, EVEN IN CORRIDOR CONVER- 
SATIONS, INSISTING THIS WAS PURELY AFRICAN PROBLEM. 

4. WHEN OFFERED BAIT THAT PRESENT PAUSE POINT IN CON- 
TINUING ETHIOPIAN REVOLUTION WAS PROBABLY JUST AS UN- 
STABLE AS PREVIOUS PAUSE POINTS AND THAT FURTHER READ- 
JUSTMENTS WERE VIRTUALLY INEVITABLE, SIDI ALI DECLINED 
COMMENT. SIMILARLY HE DECLINED SEIZE PROF- 
FERED OPPORTUNITY TO COMMENT ON US RELATIONSHIPS WITH 
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ETHIOPIA (AND OTHER HORN PROTAGONISTS). 
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